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Evidence-Based HealthCare Disparities Project 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the completion of this project the student will be able to: 
 
1. Demonstrate the ability to work collaboratively and effectively as part of a team in the 
small group setting to discuss contemporary topics in healthcare disparities  
 
2. Demonstrate an ability to identify, appraise and interpret primary literature relevant to 
healthcare disparities 
 
3. Demonstrate an ability to evaluate the credibility of online resources related to 
healthcare disparities 
 
4. Demonstrate an understanding of the issues, including economic, psychosocial, 
cultural, racial, gender and genetics that can influence health, treatment options, 
care plan adherence and access to effective healthcare, that contribute towards 
healthcare disparities among patient populations 
 
5. Explain how health and healthcare disparities can impact the health, access to 
effective healthcare, treatment and health outcomes of specific patient populations 
 
6. Recognize the impact that addressing healthcare disparities can have on 
improving the health and health outcomes of specific patient populations 
 
7. Analyze the effects of healthcare disparities on the health of specific patient 
populations and begin to identify potential solutions to remedy those disparities 
 
8. Create effective oral and written presentations capable of communicating the major 
findings and significance of studies related to healthcare disparities 
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Goal: To increase student awareness of healthcare inequities and their impact on patient 
health and health outcomes, as well as further help develop important lifelong learning 
and scholarship skills. 
 
Overview: The Evidence-Based Healthcare Disparities Project is a small group activity in 
which you and your group will identify a topic relevant to the area of healthcare disparities 
and research that topic in the primary literature to prepare a group oral presentation to be 
presented to the three other groups in your small group room. In addition, each student 
will prepare a brief written report (no more than 400 words) summarizing the healthcare 
disparity, its impact on patient health outcomes and any potential solutions. The report 
should also include the full citations of the published literature upon which the presentation 
and report are based. 

 
The aims of this exercise are to: 

 Introduce students to the published literature in the area of healthcare disparities 
and inequities 

 
 Understand how specific economic, psychosocial, spiritual, cultural and 

racial/ethnic factors can contribute to disparities and inequities in health, health 
maintenance, disease, and treatment plan outcomes 

 
Note: The topic does not have to directly address an issue related to drugs or therapy, but 
should be focused on an important healthcare disparity and/or inequity that has a 
significant impact on the health, healthcare and treatment, or access to quality healthcare 
of a specific group or population. The only requirement is that the chosen topic be robustly 
supported by strong evidence from the published literature. 
 
Between now and November 10th: 
1. You and your small group should meet to identify a healthcare disparity that you would 
like to research (small groups are the same as for the Bench-to-Bedside Project) 
 
2. As a group search the relevant literature to thoroughly research your chosen area of 
interest 
 
3. Prepare a brief group oral presentation describing the findings of your research; 
specifically, the evidence demonstrating the impact of the chosen disparity on an aspect 
of health, healthcare, or health outcomes for a given patient population. If possible the 
presentation should also address potential solutions to address the disparity. 
 
On November 10th: 
Each group will present the results of their project to the three other small groups in the 
SDL. 
 
 
Written reports should be handed in no later than November 22nd  

	
 

  
 
	


