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A User’s Guide to TCM3 
Radiology Vertical 

Curriculum
Jennifer Lim-Dunham, MD

Director, Vertical Curriculum in Radiology

Weekly cases
You will be receiving weekly imaging cases on line for your 
review and interpretation. Topics correlated with your 
clerkship

Medicine

Surgery

Ob Gyn

Family Medicine

Pediatrics 

Neurology clerkships

Not for Psychiatry or Elective clerkship or Research rotations. 

How it works

Each Monday you will receive an email notification 
that a new case (relevant to the clerkship through 
which you are rotating) has been released. 

The case will be available once you log into 
myLUMEN and select Case study>New Cases. 
Using free text, you will submit the findings you 
observe in the image and your working diagnosis. 
You will have one week to work on the case and the 
deadline for responding to the case is Sunday at 
11:59 pm.
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How it works

Radiology faculty will review each one of  your 
postings. 

At the beginning of  the following week you can view 
the answer to the case including comments specific to 
your interpretation under Old Cases. You will only see 
the answers for the cases to which you submitted 
responses.  Individual feedback is tailored to your 
answers.

When you review faculty responses to your postings, be 
sure to review both the standard answer and the 
individualized answer

Case presentation

Student response
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Faculty Feedback

Standard case 
answer provided

Radiology faculty 
provide individual 
feedback student, 
reinforcing correct 
analysis, and 
rectifying 
misconceptions. 

Weekly cases

This learning exercise is part of  the self-study Radiology 
vertical curriculum/ Topics in Clinical Medicine 3 
(TCM3).  The project is to encourage you to review 
Imaging curriculum pertinent to your clerkship.  We 
suggest that you begin the research for the cases on the 
LUMEN website 
http://www.stritch.luc.edu/lumen/MedEd/vc/radiolo
gy_vc/index.cfm

If  the topic is not available on LUMEN, you are 
encouraged to use other sources
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Learning Radiology: Resources

General introductory textbook

Short, easy-to-read: “Learning 
Radiology” by Herring

Go to the library web site: 
eresources -> ebook collections 
-> clinical key -> search for the 
text

Reference websites

Radiopaedia

http://radiopaedia.org/articles/intus
susception

Radiology Assistant  

http://www.radiologyassistant.nl/

Objectives: Learn basic image interpretation and correct 
terminology. Learn appropriate imaging work up. Learn how 
to research and where to find information. 

This is a cognitive apprenticeship where you learn radiology 
by active practice of  analyzing cases.  Topics designed to 
integrate with your concurrent clerkships. 

Work collaboratively, discuss with peers, residents, 
attendings.  

Work on own time, pace and place

Approach to the cases
Read history. Describe findings using correct terminology and 
clearly convey your thought process as you work through each 
image. Not one word answer, but explain why you think that is 
answer. 

Not graded for answer. We don’t expect you to get every case 
right. It’s ok if  you are baffled or confused. Learn from the 
answer and from process of  researching the case. 15-20 minutes 
maximum each case.

Faculty read every single response so we can personalize our 
feedback to you and help you understand how underlying 
pathophysiology manifests in certain imaging features.

Email me with any questions.
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Helpful Hints

When entering text, be sure to Save frequently to avoid 
losing your work when myLUMEN times you out after 
20 min. Alternatively, you can save your work as a 
Microsoft Word document, and copy and paste into my 
LUMEN

Be sure to finalize your answer otherwise you will not 
receive credit for the case

You cannot respond using phone. There should not put 
two dashes ‘- -”  in your response. If  you do it will say 
pb. Remove the dashes and try submitting again.

Number of  required cases

This activity is not an assessment and does not count 
toward your clerkship grades.

It is permissible to miss a case now and then. 

However, it is required that you complete 70% of the 
cases over the course of the academic year, i.e. you 
must complete 27 out of the 38 total cases you will 
receive this year. 

Insufficient participation will result in failure grade 
for Topics in Clinical Medicine.

Requirements to pass Radiology 
portion of  TCM3

Complete 70% (27)  of  the weekly 
cases during the course of  the 
academic year.

Score at least 70% on TCM3 
Radiology multiple choice question 
exam at the end of  the academic 
year (TCM3 Exam integrated with 
other TCM3 topics)


