Ovid: Search Results

Page 1 of 1

Ovid MEDLINE(R) 1996 to June Week 2 2006

# | Search History Results
1 | exp persistent vegetative state/ | 956

2 | exp enteral nutrition/ 4693

3 |1and?2 86

4 | limit 3 to bioethics 84

5 | exp decision making/ 35657
6 |4and 5 32

7 | limit 6 to english language 32

8 |from 7 keep 1 1

Results of your search:

Results Available: 1
Results Displayed: 1

Result 1.
Unique ldentifier
Authors

Institution

Title
Source
Local Messages

Abstract

ISSN Print

from 7 [limit 6 to english language] keep 1

16404818
Ditto PH.

Department of Psychology and Social Behavior, 3340 Social Ecology 11, University of
California, Irvine, CA 92697, USA. phditto@uci.edu

What would Terri want? On the psychological challenges of surrogate decision making.
Death Studies. 30(2):135-48, 2006 Mar.
Loyola Libraries own (print &/or electronic);Check Library Catolog or E-Journal list

The Terri Schiavo case was unique in the media attention it garnered, but the decision
making challenges faced by Terri's family are common ones encountered by all families
who must make choices about the use of life-sustaining medical treatment for an
incapacitated loved one. This article highlights three key issues that were particularly
problematic in the Schiavo case, but that represent general psychological challenges
inherent to the task of surrogate decision making. The 3 central points of uncertainty,
and therefore conflict, in the Schiavo case concerned: (a) the appropriate standard by
which medical decisions for Terri should be made, (b) the specific nature of Terri's
wishes about the use of life-sustaining medical technology, and (c) the true extent of
disability and prognosis for recovery represented by Terri's medical condition. No
simple remedy is possible that will resolve all of the uncertainties inherent to surrogate
decision making, but some general strategies for improving the quality of end-of-life
medical decisions are discussed.
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