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Other areas of burn care in which Dr. Warpeha pioneered are the early excision of facial burns, 
which he said has become the standard, and the use of homografts for temporary wound closure 
until wound closure is complete. “That has had a great deal to do with helping patients with very 
large burns survive,” he said. 
 
Besides burn reconstructive surgery, Dr. Warpeha performed all types of plastic and 
reconstructive surgery, especially in head and neck cancer. Dr. Angelats called him “one of the 
best head and neck surgeons and burn surgeons in the Midwest.” 
 
From dentist to surgeon 
 
It was being able to rebuild jaws that first attracted Dr. Warpeha to surgery, after he earned a 
dental degree. He practiced as a dentist part time during medical school. Then he did his general 
surgery residency at Cook County Hospital, training under Dr. Freeark. He said he was the first 
full-time Loyola faculty member that Dr. Freeark hired in 1972. 
 
The rest is history. 
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