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Sister Helen Prejean joined the Sisters of St. Joseph of Medaille in 1957. She began 
her prison ministry in 1981 when she dedicated her life to the poor of New Orleans. 
Sister Helen turned her experiences into a book that was nominated for a 1993 
Pulitzer Prize. Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty in the 
United States was number one on the New York Times Best Seller List for 31 weeks.  
In January 1996, the book was developed in a movie starring Susan Sarandon and 
Sean Penn.

Sister Helen continues her prison ministry today, speaking and educating many on her 
life experiences and the injustices of the underserved in the prison system. 
http://www.prejean.org
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